
Easter Day

April 5, 2026D, A       10:15 a.m. 

Prelude  

Greeting 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and  
The communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Gathering Hymn ELW #365 “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 

1. Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! who  

 did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!  

2. Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! unto Christ, our heav’nly king, 

Alleluia! who endured the cross and gave, Alleluia! suffer to redeem our loss. 
Alleluia!  

3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! our salvation have procured; 
Alleluia! now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia! where the angels ever sing, 

Alleluia!  

4. Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! praise 

him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!  

(copyright: Public Domain, One-License #M-402357) 
Welcome 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made 

new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings 
life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim 

God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at 
the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the 

good news of God’s endless love. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, by 

whose speaking we are given new life.  Amen. 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported 
as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. Holy God, 

holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 
wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and raised us with Jesus, 



the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them 

we are born anew. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that 
wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise to you 

for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness to 

your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring 

refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We 
ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, 

and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. 
Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 

resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Special Music          Brian & Tim 

Reading & Psalm 

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary 

of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, 
death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name.” 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 

peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus 

of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses 

to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all 

the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to 

testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.” 

Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
    1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, 

  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 



  and has become my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.  

 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 

 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  

 22The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the LORD has this been done; 

  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection 
reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the 

risen Christ in God. 

1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things 
that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When 

Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us keep the 

feast. Alleluia. (1 Cor. 5:7, 8) 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew beginning with the 28th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 
Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to 

proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen! 

1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an 

angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him 

the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not 
be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for 

he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and 
tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 

you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the 



tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met 

them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 
him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 

Galilee; there they will see me.” 

 The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon  
 
Hymn of the Day #376 “Thine is the Glory” 

1. Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son; endless is the vict’ry thou o’er 

death hast won! Angles in bright raiment rolled the stone away, kept the 
folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.  

Refrain: Thine is the glory, risen, conqu’ring Son;  
 endless is the vict’ry thou  o’er death hast won!  

2. Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb! Lovingly he greets thee, scatters 

fear and gloom; let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, for the 
Lord now liveth; death hath lost it sting! Refrain:  

3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life; life is naught without thee; 
aid us in our strife; make us more than conqu’rors, through thy deathless 

love; bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. Refrain:  
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Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.  

 



Offering Prayer 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You 
have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and 

thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and 
mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 

us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel 

our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the 
earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of 

all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where 

violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit 
to transform and redeem. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and 
afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain (especially). Reveal yourself to them as 

the Risen One. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. 

Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word 
and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 

life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 

 
Dialogue 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  

Invitation to Communion 
Distribution Hymn ELW #471  “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

1. Let us break bread together on our knees.  Let us break bread together on 
our knees. 

Refrain:  When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,  
 O Lord have mercy on me. 

2. Let us drink wine together on our knees.  Let us drink wine together on 

our knees. Refrain 

3. Let us praise God together on our knees.  Let us praise God together on 

our knees.  Refrain 
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Post-communion Blessing 
Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord. 

Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 
making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love 

our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 

Sending Hymn ELW #367  “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 

1. Now all the vault of heav’n resounds in praise of love that still abounds; 

“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Sing choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

Repeat their song of glory here; “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  

2. Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings; “Christ 
has triumphed! He is living!” Now still he comes to give us life and by his 

presence stills all strife. “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia!  

3. Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above that 
we conquer through your triumph; grant grace sufficient for life’s day that 

by our lives we truly say; “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia!  

4. Adoring praises now we bring and with the hea’nly blessed sing; “Christ has 
triumphed! Alleluia!” be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most 

holy God, all the glory, never ending! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
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Blessing 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 Prayers: Please continue to keep our members and loved ones in your prayers, 
including Arlen, Deb, Ruth, Barry, Monica, Denny, Donna Richards, the family of 

Beverly Devoe, the Hruska family, the Sween Family, the Family of Bud Tryhus, the 
Door Family, Pastor Jenna, Bev Tews and Chloe Junker.      
 

 Weather Related Closings:  Please tune into KEYC TV. 
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